
MEETING MINUTES 
NOVEMBER 15, 2016 

The members of the City Council of the City of Phenix City, Alabama met in a regularly 

scheduled meeting at 9:00 a.m., Tuesday, November 15, 2016 in the Council Chambers located 

within the Public Safety Building at 1111 Broad Street, Phenix City, Alabama.  Upon roll call the 

following members were present:  Councilmember Arthur L. Day, Councilmember Steve Bailey, 

Councilmember Johnnie Robinson, Councilmember Griff Gordy, and Mayor Eddie N. Lowe. 

Also present were City Manager Wallace B. Hunter, City Attorney James P. Graham, and City 

Clerk Charlotte L. Goodrich.   

Reverend Ralph Wooten, Pastor of First United Methodist Church came forward to lead 

the invocation. 

Councilmember Gordy led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States. 

Mayor Lowe presented a proclamation recognizing Arbor Day. 

PROCLAMATION 

Jeff McDonald, Betty LeBlanc, and Donald Bice came forward to accept the Proclamation.  

  Donald Bice, Jeff McDonald, and Betty LeBlanc presented the Tree City Flag to Mayor Lowe. 

Mayor Lowe presented a proclamation recognizing National Farm-City Week. 

PROCLAMATION 

Jeff McDonald accepted the Proclamation on Jennifer Davidson’s behalf. 

Mayor Lowe presented for approval the minutes of the October 31, 2016 work session.  

Councilmember Day moved to approve the minutes, which motion was seconded by 

Councilmember Robinson.  Upon said motion being put to a vote, the following vote was 

recorded:  YEAS:  Councilmembers Day, Robinson, Bailey, Gordy and Mayor Lowe.  NAYS: 

None.  ABSTAINS: None. The motion thus carried. 

Mayor Lowe presented for approval the minutes of the November 1, 2016 council 

meeting.  Councilmember Gordy moved to approve the minutes, which motion was seconded by 

Councilmember Bailey.  Upon said motion being put to a vote, the following vote was recorded:  
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YEAS:  Councilmember Day, Robinson, Bailey, Gordy and Mayor Lowe.  NAYS:  None.  

ABSTAINS: None. The motion thus carried. 

 Mayor Lowe stated there was no unfinished business to address at this time. 

 Mayor Lowe presented Resolution No. 2016-356 to be ratified in reference to accepting 

a proposal from Building & Earth Sciences, Inc. for a geotechnical study in an amount not to 

exceed $5,500.00.   

         RESOLUTION NO. 2016-356 

Councilmember Day moved to ratify the resolution, which motion was seconded by 

Councilmember Gordy.  Upon said motion being put to a vote, the following vote was recorded:  

YEAS:  Councilmembers Day, Robinson, Bailey, Gordy and Mayor Lowe.  NAYS:  None.  

ABSTAINS:  None.  The motion thus carried. 

 Mayor Lowe presented a resolution in reference to authorizing and directing the Mayor 

and City Manager to enter into a contract with Constantine Engineering for engineering and 

construction services for the repairs to Digester #1 at the Wastewater Treatment Plant in an 

amount not to exceed $20,000.00. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2016-357 

Councilmember Day moved to approve the resolution, which motion was seconded by 

Councilmember Robinson.  Upon said motion being put to a vote, the following vote was 

recorded:  YEAS:  Councilmembers Day, Robinson, Bailey, Gordy and Mayor Lowe.  NAYS:  

None.  ABSTAINS:  None.  The motion thus carried. 

Mayor Lowe presented a resolution in reference to authorizing and directing the Mayor 

and City Manager to enter into a contract with Constantine Engineering for engineering and 

construction services for the Biogas Improvement Project at the Wastewater Treatment Plant in 

an amount not to exceed $25,000.00.    

RESOLUTION NO. 2016-358 



Councilmember Gordy moved to approve the resolution, which motion was seconded by 

Councilmember Day.  Upon said motion being put to a vote, the following vote was recorded:  

YEAS:  Councilmembers Day, Robinson, Bailey, Gordy and Mayor Lowe.  NAYS:  None.  

ABSTAINS:  None.  The motion thus carried. 

Mayor Lowe presented a resolution in reference to awarding a bid to Malone Office 

Environments for white copy paper. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2016-359 

Councilmember Robinson moved to approve the resolution, which motion was seconded by 

Councilmember Bailey.  Upon said motion being put to a vote, the following vote was recorded:  

YEAS:  Councilmembers Day, Robinson, Bailey, Gordy and Mayor Lowe.  NAYS:  None.  

ABSTAINS:  None.  The motion thus carried. 

 Mayor Lowe presented a resolution in reference to authorizing and directing the Mayor 

and City Manager to sign Change Order No. 4 for the Phase 1 Wastewater Treatment Plant 

Improvements Project in an amount not to exceed $7,670.11. 

                                                          RESOLUTION NO. 2016-360 

Councilmember Day moved to approve the resolution, which motion was seconded by 

Councilmember Robinson.  Upon said motion being put to a vote, the following vote was 

recorded:  YEAS:  Councilmembers Day, Robinson, Bailey, Gordy, and Mayor Lowe.  NAYS:  

None.  ABSTAINS:  None.  The motion thus carried. 

 Mayor Lowe presented a resolution in reference to the Compensation and Benefits 

Agreement between the City of Phenix City and City Manager Wallace B. Hunter. 

                                                          RESOLUTION NO. 2016-361 

Councilmember Day moved to approve the resolution, which motion was seconded by 

Councilmember Robinson.  Upon said motion being put to a vote, the following vote was 

recorded:  YEAS:  Councilmembers Day, Robinson, Bailey, Gordy, and Mayor Lowe.  NAYS:  

None.  ABSTAINS:  None.  The motion thus carried. 



Mayor Lowe presented a resolution in reference to declaring certain items as surplus to 

be sold as scrap or disposed of at the landfill. 

                                                          RESOLUTION NO. 2016-362 

Councilmember Robinson moved to approve the resolution, which motion was seconded by 

Councilmember Day.  Upon said motion being put to a vote, the following vote was recorded:  

YEAS:  Councilmembers Day, Robinson, Bailey, Gordy, and Mayor Lowe.  NAYS:  None.  

ABSTAINS:  None.  The motion thus carried. 

Mayor Lowe presented a resolution in reference to authorizing and directing the Mayor 

and City Manager to enter into a contract with C & M Southern Midways for amusement rides 

for Christmas at Moon Lake on December 10, 2016 in an amount not to exceed $10,000.00. 

                                                          RESOLUTION NO. 2016-363 

Councilmember Robinson moved to approve the resolution, which motion was seconded by 

Councilmember Gordy.  Upon said motion being put to a vote, the following vote was recorded:  

YEAS:  Councilmembers Day, Robinson, Bailey, Gordy, and Mayor Lowe.  NAYS:  None.  

ABSTAINS:  None.  The motion thus carried. 

Mayor Lowe presented a resolution in reference to authorizing and directing the Mayor 

and City Manager to enter into a contract with Miss Georgia Pageant Corporation for the 

appearance of Miss Georgia at the Christmas Parade on December 3, 2016 in an amount not to 

exceed $325.00. 

                                                          RESOLUTION NO. 2016-364 

Councilmember Day moved to approve the resolution, which motion was seconded by 

Councilmember Robinson.  Upon said motion being put to a vote, the following vote was 

recorded:  YEAS:  Councilmembers Day, Robinson, Bailey, Gordy, and Mayor Lowe.  NAYS:  

None.  ABSTAINS:  None.  The motion thus carried. 

Mayor Lowe presented a resolution in reference to declaring one 2006 Ford F150 Pick 

Up Truck as surplus to be transferred to the Phenix City Fire Department. 

                                                          RESOLUTION NO. 2016-365 



Councilmember Gordy moved to approve the resolution, which motion was seconded by 

Councilmember Day.  Upon said motion being put to a vote, the following vote was recorded:  

YEAS:  Councilmembers Day, Robinson, Bailey, Gordy, and Mayor Lowe.  NAYS:  None.  

ABSTAINS:  None.  The motion thus carried. 

 Mayor Lowe presented an ordinance to grant a franchise to ALAGASCO. (First Reading) 

     ORDINANCE 2016-18 

Councilmember Robinson moved to Dispense with the Reading, which motion was seconded by 

Councilmember Day.  Upon said motion being put to a vote, the following vote was recorded. 

YEAS:  Councilmembers Day, Robinson, Bailey, Gordy, and Mayor Lowe.  NAYS:  None.  

ABSTAINS:  None.  The motion thus carried.  Councilmember Day moved to Suspend the Rules 

,which motion was seconded by Councilmember Gordy.  Upon said motion being put to a vote, 

the following vote was recorded.  YEAS:  Councilmembers Day, Robinson, Bailey, Gordy, and 

Mayor Lowe.  NAYS:  None.  ABSTAINS:  None.  The motion thus carried.  Councilmember 

Gordy moved for approval, which motion was seconded by Councilmember Day.  Upon said 

motion being put to a vote, the following vote was recorded:  YEAS:  Councilmembers Day, 

Robinson, Bailey, Gordy, and Mayor Lowe.  NAYS:  None.  ABSTAINS:  None.  The motion thus 

carried. 

Mayor Lowe presented for first reading an ordinance in reference to the departments or 

offices of the City of Phenix City, Alabama. Councilmember Day moved to place the ordinance 

on first reading, which motion was seconded by Councilmember Robinson.  Upon said motion 

being put to a vote, the following vote was recorded:  YEAS:  Councilmembers Day, Robinson, 

Bailey, Gordy, and Mayor Lowe.  NAYS:  None.  ABSTAINS:  None.  The motion thus carried. 

Mayor Lowe presented five (5) openings on the Housing Code Abatement Board.  Mayor 

Lowe asked for a motion to reappoint Bradley Luke (Mayor’s appointment), Ray Hope 

(Councilmember Bailey’s appointment), and Arthur Moffett (Councilmember Day’s appointment).  

Councilmember Day made a motion to reappoint Bradley Luke, Ray Hope, and Arthur Moffett, 

which motion was seconded by Councilmember Gordy.  Upon said motion being put to a vote, 



the following vote was recorded:  YEAS:  Councilmembers Day, Robinson, Bailey, Gordy, and 

Mayor Lowe.  NAYS:  None.  ABSTAINS:  None.  The motion thus carried.   

Mayor Lowe then asked for a motion to table the other two (2) openings on the Housing 

Code Abatement Board.  Councilmember Day made a motion to table the two (2) openings, 

which motion was seconded by Councilmember Robinson.  Upon said motion being put to a 

vote, the following vote was recorded:  YEAS:  Councilmembers Day, Robinson, Bailey, Gordy, 

and Mayor Lowe.  NAYS:  None.  ABSTAINS:  None.  The motion thus carried.      

Mayor Lowe presented Itemized Statement of Expense from Benjamin C. Boswell, of the 

Fire Department, in the amount of $39.27.  Councilmember Day moved to approve the 

expenses, which motion was seconded by Councilmember Gordy.  Upon said motion being put 

to a vote, the following vote was recorded:  YEAS:  Councilmembers Day, Robinson, Bailey, 

Gordy, and Mayor Lowe.  NAYS:  None.  ABSTAINS:  None.  The motion thus carried.    

City Attorney Jimmy Graham presented a claim filed by Mr. Darren Daniel.  City Attorney 

Graham stated the claim was tabled at the November 1, 2016 council meeting for further 

investigation by the Utilities Department.  City Attorney Graham further stated that after review 

of the information given from the Utilities Department he would like to ask for council’s 

permission to allow him and City Manager Wallace Hunter to negotiate the claim.  

Councilmember Day moved to take the city attorney’s recommendation allowing him and the 

City Manager to negotiate the claim, which motion was seconded by Councilmember Robinson.   

Upon said motion being put to a vote, the following vote was recorded:  YEAS:  

Councilmembers Day, Robinson, Bailey, Gordy, and Mayor Lowe.  NAYS:  None.  ABSTAINS:  

None.  The motion thus carried.    

City Attorney Jimmy Graham presented a claim filed by Mr. Donald Gore.  City Attorney 

Graham advised the claim alleges that the city is responsible for damages to his driveway.  City 

Attorney Graham stated that the memorandum from the Utilities Engineer was sent to the  

City Manager, City Clerk and himself for review.  City Attorney Graham’s recommendation is to 

deny the claim.  Councilmember Day moved to take the city attorney’s recommendation to deny 



the claim, which motion was seconded by Councilmember Gordy.  Upon said motion being put 

to a vote, the following vote was recorded:  YEAS:  Councilmembers Day, Robinson, Bailey, 

Gordy, and Mayor Lowe.  NAYS:  None.  ABSTAINS:  None.  The motion thus carried. 

City Attorney Jimmy Graham presented a claim filed by Mr. Donald Kent.  City Attorney 

Graham advised the claim alleges that the city is responsible for damages done to the left rim of 

his vehicle while he was traveling down Sandfort Road.  City Attorney Graham further stated 

that the road on which the claimant was traveling on when his vehicle was damaged is 

maintained by the County.  City Attorney Graham stated he will mail the claimant a letter 

advising him to contact the County regarding the damages to his vehicle.   City Attorney 

Graham’s recommendation is to deny the claim.  Councilmember Robinson moved to take the 

city attorney’s recommendation to deny the claim, which motion was seconded by 

Councilmember Day.  Upon said motion being put to a vote, the following vote was recorded:  

YEAS:  Councilmembers Day, Robinson, Bailey, Gordy, and Mayor Lowe.  NAYS:  None.  

ABSTAINS:  None.  The motion thus carried. 

City Attorney Jimmy Graham presented a claim filed by Mr. Harry A. Scott, Jr.  City 

Attorney Graham advised the claim alleges that the city is responsible for damages to the 

Claimant’s masonry wall, located at 1713 14th Court; when a limb from a tree on City right of 

way fell and damaged the masonry wall. City Attorney Graham stated that Alabama law states 

that there has to be constructive or actual notice that a tree is diseased or dead.  City Attorney 

Graham further stated that if damage is due to an event that the weather has caused such as 

wind, the City is not responsible; therefore City Attorney Graham recommended denying the 

claim.  Councilmember Day moved to take the city attorney’s recommendation to deny the 

claim, which motion was seconded by Councilmember Robinson.  Upon said motion being put 

to a vote, the following vote was recorded:  YEAS:  Councilmembers Day, Robinson, Bailey, 

Gordy, and Mayor Lowe.  NAYS:  None.  ABSTAINS:  None.  The motion thus carried. 

Mayor Lowe presented one opening on the Tree Commission Board.  Mayor Lowe 

asked for a motion to table the one opening.  Councilmember Day moved to table the opening, 



which motion was seconded by Councilmember Gordy.  Upon said motion being put to a vote, 

the following vote was recorded:  YEAS:  Councilmembers Day, Robinson, Bailey, Gordy, and 

Mayor Lowe.  NAYS:  None.  ABSTAINS:  None.  The motion thus carried. 

City Manager Wallace Hunter thanked Council and his Staff for their support and spoke 

on taking the City of Phenix City forward.   

Mayor Lowe thanked CTVEA for donating their time and resources for the recording of 

the city’s council meetings. 

There being no further business to come before council, the meeting adjourned until 

December 6, 2016 at 9:00 a.m. 


