
WORK SESSION MEETING MINUTES 
JANUARY 17, 2017 

The members of the City Council of the City of Phenix City, Alabama met in a regularly 
scheduled work session at 3:00 pm, Tuesday, January 17, 2017 in the third floor conference 
room of the Municipal Building located at 601 12th Street, Phenix City, Alabama.  Upon roll call 
the following members were present:  Councilmember Arthur L. Day, Councilmember Johnnie 
C. Robinson, Councilmember Steve Bailey, Councilmember R. Griff Gordy, and Mayor Eddie N. 
Lowe.  Also present were City Manager Wallace B. Hunter, City Attorney Jimmy Graham, and 
Acting City Clerk Melony Lee.  City Clerk Charlotte Goodrich was not present.  Department 
Heads in attendance were:  Chief Building Official Gil Griffith, Economic Development Manager 
Shaun Culligan, City Engineer Angel Moore, Finance Director Stephen Smith, IT Manager Mike 
Bauer, Fire Chief Kris Kennedy, Lakewood Golf Course Manager Lenard Patrick, Library 
Director Michele Kilday, Parks and Recreation Director Todd Hughes, Human Resources 
Director Stephanie Chastain, Chief of Police Ray Smith, and Utilities Engineer John Spraggins.   

Upon a quorum being established, Mayor Lowe called the meeting to order. 

The invocation was led by Mayor Lowe. 

Mayor Lowe called upon Tim Fanning to address council as listed on the agenda.   Mr. 
Fanning came forward to speak with council about a baseball program that he and others would 
like to start up in Phenix City.  Mr. Fanning advised it is called, “More Than A Game Southeast”, 
and it is a program that will target the south side of Phenix City for kids ages 6-12, boys and 
girls.  It is a non-profit, 501(c)3 organization that uses athletics as a vehicle to impact lives 
domestically through field construction, equipment donations, instructional clinics and 
community service projects. He advised the program will not cost the city a penny.  He 
explained they accept donations from businesses to renovate fields, update dugouts, and for 
equipment for the kids to use.  They will have three Out Reach Days:  one each in Summer, 
Fall, and Winter, where professional players and college athletes will spend the day working 
with kids to get them involved in the sport.  He asked to partner with the city, and requested the 
use of Meadowlane Park.  City Manager Wallace Hunter advised a resolution will need to be put 
in place as the basis for the partnership.  Mayor Lowe thanked Mr. Fanning and Bryan Woodall 
for coming and speaking with council. 

Mayor Lowe called upon Bob Franklin to address council.  Mr. Franklin was not listed on 
the agenda; however, council gave their consent to let Mr. Franklin speak.  Mr. Franklin came 
forward and spoke on the availability of federal funds to help those affected by the recent rain 
event.  He advised that while the city and the county have hit the threshold, the state of 
Alabama has not.  The city is responsible for 100% of repairs.  If the state were to hit the 
threshold, then the city would pay 25% and FEMA would pay 75% of repairs.  He further 
advised the state is 2 million shy of hitting the threshold, and if it did hit the threshold, it could be 
a 2 to 3 year process.  Mayor Lowe thanked Mr. Franklin for coming and speaking with council. 

Mayor Lowe called upon Donna Adams with ADEM to address council as listed on the 
agenda.  Ms. Adams came forward and introduced her boss, Mr. Michael Malaier.  Mr. Malaier 
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explained that ADEM needs to find a location that will be stable to locate an Air Quality Monitor.  
It will need to be on public property that has an open area away from significant obstructions to 
air flow such as trees and buildings.  Mr. Malaier advised of three possible sites: 

1. Off of Meadowlane Drive near Meadowlande Elementary School.  He advised this 
site best fits the criteria for ADEM. 

2. By the School Bus Barn.  He advised this site is possible if moved away from the 
busses and at least 200 feet from the trees. 

3. Off of 5th Street South.  He advised this site is best for the city. 

He advised the station will consist of a small portable building (8 x 10) with attached staircase 
and a rooftop deck.  The building will house an ozone monitor and particulate monitors will sit on 
the rooftop deck.  There will also be a meteorology tower attached to the building that measures 
temperature, wind speed and wind direction.  An operator will visit the site once a week to 
exchange particulate filters, perform maintenance and calibrate the instruments.   Council was 
in favor of Site Number Two, which concurs with the School System.  Mayor Lowe thanked Ms. 
Adams and Mr. Malaier for coming in to speak with council. 

 Mayor Lowe called upon Don Kellett to address council as listed on the agenda.  Mr. 
Kellett, President of The Villas at McIntosh Creek, came forward to discuss two issues with 
council: 

1. Water Pressure In McIntosh – He advised the water pressure is terrible.  Steve 
Smith, Acting Utilities Director, addressed this issue.  Mr. Smith advised a new line 
will need to be run to the Glenwood Tank at a cost of approximately $800,000.00.  
This will require a warrant and the city hopes to issue it in the Spring of 2018.  
However, right now, the city plans to spend $80,000.00 to put monitors on the 
Glenwood Tank to keep pressure steady.  Mr. Smith advised the residents should 
see an improvement in their water pressure by the end of April. 

2. Surface Water tied into Sewer System – He advised there has been cases in 
McIntosh Subdivision where toilet paper will be on someone’s lawn; and upon 
investigation, he found that the French drains was hooked into the house sewer line.  
Chief Building Official Gil Griffith advised permits are not required to install French 
drains.  Council asked Mr. Kellett to follow up with Engineering on this issue. 

Mayor Lowe thanked Mr. Kellett for coming to speak with council regarding these issues. 

 Mayor Lowe called upon Will Miller to address council as listed on the agenda.  Mr. 
Miller, with Norfolk Southern Railroad, came forward to discuss the railroad’s plans to install 
automatic crossing guards at the 11th Avenue and South Railroad Street Crossing.  He asked 
that council work with ALDOT and the railroad to close the 10th Avenue and South Railroad 
Street Crossing because it is only 400 feet from the 11th Avenue crossing, and citizens would 
probably use the crossing without the guards if given a choice.  City Engineer Angel Moore 
advised closing the 10th Avenue crossing would not create a hardship for citizens because the 
11th Avenue crossing is only 400 feet away.  Mr. Miller advised he would ask ALDOT to 



coordinate with Engineering on closing the 10th Avenue crossing.  Mayor Lowe thanked Mr. 
Miller for coming to speak with council regarding this issue. 

Mayor Lowe called for a 5 minute break. 

Upon reconvening, Mayor Lowe called upon City Engineer Angel Moore to review the 
actions taken by the Planning Commission during the January 10, 2017 meeting. 

 Acting City Clerk Melony Lee reviewed the calendar with council.   

 Acting City Clerk Melony Lee reviewed upcoming board expirations with council. 

Acting Utilities Director Steve Smith gave the Utilities Departmental Report.  He 
reviewed the Makeup, Direction, and Services of the department. 

Mayor Lowe discussed Steve Franklin presenting the maps of the Historical District to 
council at the next meeting.  Council gave their consent.  Mayor Lowe advised he would contact 
Mr. Franklin to be at the next meeting. 

 
Councilmember Day reminded everyone of the Fellowship Luncheon on February 2, 

2017 at 11:30 am at the Martin Idle Hour Community Center . 
 
Mayor Lowe discussed Agenda items with Council. 
 
City Attorney Jimmy Graham reviewed claims on the agenda with council. 
 
City Engineer Angel Moore asked that the wording on the agenda for Resolution 2017-

14 and Resolution 2017-15 be changed.  Council gave their consent and asked the Clerk’s 
Office to make the changes. 

 
Councilmember Steve Bailey discussed the state mandated Environmental Management 

issue with council.  City Engineer Angel Moore advised the proposed ordinance was related to 
ADEM requirements that ensure the city can keep its MS4 permit to discharge stormwater into 
bodies of water.  Businesses will have a six month grace period to implement one of the 
following three options: 

1. Go to ADEM and get a permit.  (They would have to show the city their 
ADEM permit) 

2. Go to city and have a plan to tie into our sanitary sewer system.  (They would 
have to show the city how they tied into our system legally) 

3. Catch it in a tank and haul it away.  (They would have to provide hauler 
information to the city) 

Enforce the mandates was discussed.  City Manager Wallace Hunter advised the city will 
enforce the mandates to the point where the city will not be fined. 
 

Councilmember Griff Gordy inquired if potential employees can use council as a 
reference.  It was advised it is best if they do not use council as a reference. 



Mayor Lowe discussed changing the appointments to the School Board to an elected 
School Board.  Council was in favor of an elected school board being put to the citizens for a 
vote at the next scheduled election.  

Mayor Lowe called for an Executive Session for approximately 5 minutes to discuss 
Economic Development from which the meeting would adjourn.  Councilmember Day made a 
motion to go into Executive Session, which motion was seconded by Councilmember Gordy.  All 
were in favor. 

Council went into Executive Session at 5:55pm. 
 
Council came out of Executive Session at 6:03pm. 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned until 3:00 p.m., Monday, 
February 6, 2017.  

 

  
 




